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Strand, former missionary to Alaska,
s on ECCAK’s centennial conference.

Life in the Covenant

through Sunday. At each service,
we remembered the struggles and
accomplishments of pastors who
had labored faithfully in years past.
Representatives from each church
told how the work of the Gospel
was begun in their village and a lit-
tle about the missionaries who had
served there. This was sometimes
done with a drama and we enjoyed
the humorous anecdotes that were
shared.

Each delegation had planned spe-
cial music, singing both in English
and in the Eskimo dialect of that
village. The music was just great
and put the joy of the Lord in our
hearts—sometimes even in our feet!

Top: Pastor Palmer R. Sagoonick and son at centen-
nial conference. Below: The Evangelical Covenant
Church in Unalakleet. Bottom: The Unalakleet
school gym was used for evening services and the
Sunday morning worship

The evening services were not of the
one-hour variety we are used to in
the lower forty-eight, but I didn’t
hear many complaints, and very few
people left early.

Dr. Paul E. Larsen, president of
the Covenant, was the featured
speaker, and his messages were
timely and down to earth. He re-
minded us of the marvelous heritage
we have in the lives and struggles
of the early pioneer missionaries to
Alaska; but more than that, of a
future which needs our faith and
commitment. In his final message
on the conference theme from
Hebrews 13, “‘Jesus Christ is the
same, yesterday, today, and for-
ever,”’ President Larsen said,
““Only when you have something
that doesn’t change (the Lord Jesus)
can you handle the things that will
change down the road.” How true
that is in our personal lives.

As former missionaries, we some-
times get overly concerned with the
changes that take place on “‘our”
field, and I, for one, needed that
reminder. God has big things
planned for the Alaska Covenant
Church. I pray that we will all be
faithful to his calling and committed
to whatever part we might have in
sharing Christ in the great state of
Alaska as well as throughout the
world. ’

The late Donald Erickson, chait-
person of ECCAK and pastor of the
Unalakleet church at the time of his
death, began planning this centen-
nial conference a year ago. Then last
summer God suddenly called him
home to glory. It was difficult for
those left behind to pick up the
reins, in the midst of their sorrow,
and put this celebrative conference
all together; but Don’s wife, Kathy,
and Pastor Fred Savok did just tha
with the help of the Rev. Henry
Pearson, the newly appointec
ECCAK director and Peter Three
Stars, interim pastor of the Unala
Kleet church. I want to say a big
thank you to them and all the othe:
wonderful Christians carrying or
the Lord’s work through the Cov

enant in Alaska, especially for invit
ing former missionaries like me i
return and share in this great anc
unforgettable celebration. Qui
yanna-puk! C

Arlene Strand is a member of First Covenan
Church in Rockford, Illinois.



