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laskans Convene in Golovin

Annual Session Recalls Eighty Years of Labor

Norman Barram. As at all such ses-
sions, testimonies had an important
part as did the eagerly anticipated
choir numbers sung by each village.

Guest speaker was the Rev. Emory
E. Lindgren, the recently installed
pastor of the Turlock, California,
Covenant church who is chairman of
the denomination’s board of mis-
sions and a former Alaska mission-
ary. “His messages were an inspira-
tion,” reports Superintendent Bar-
ram, “and the Holy Spirit moved in
lives for rededication, renewal,
cleansing, and forgiveness.”

This was an anniversary year for
Alaska—the 80th since Swedish
Covenant Missionaries A. E. Karls-
son and Adolph Lydell came to the
state and opened work at Unala-
kleet and Yakutat, respectively.
(Their support was assumed by the
infant American Covenant Church
two years later.) A display of old
photographs brought back ‘many
poignant memories,” says Barram,
“and somehow stilled voices seemed
to speak again.”

Delegates from the 12 Alaska
churches convened on Saturday to
transact business. The Rev. Thomas
Tungwenuk of Wales was chosen
chairman for a second term, and Mr.
Wallace McIver of Nome was elected
chairman of Frontier Builders, an
organization which seeks to raise
funds in the conference for construc-
tion of new churches.

The Golovin sessions were pre-
ceded by a pastors conference in
Unalakleet the week before. During
that time the rite of ordination was
administered to two retired Eskimo
pastors, Reuben Paniptchuk and
Jacob Kenick, with the Rev. Mr.
Lindgren officiating.

During the Golovin meeting the
women in attendance met separately
to discuss how to make the Bible
relevant to everyday living. To help
them in this matter they named Mrs.
Barram along with Mrs. James Ok-
soktarak, Anchorage, to make avail-
able a supply of biblically-based ma-
terials dealing with the areas of

health, social activities, husband-
wife relations, and the care and
guidance of children.

“How can such a conference be
evaluated?” asks Superintendent
Barram. In giving an answer he
states: “There was the stirring re-
minder of 80 years of faithful gospel
witness—accepted by some, rejected
by others, as it is wherever men are
confronted with God’s truth. Surely
grateful appreciation is due those
who have shared in the planning and
fulfilment of the ministry of each
church, the Children’'s Home at
White Mountain, Covenant High
School at Unalakleet, and radio sta-
tion KICY at Nome. It was evident
too that the task is not finished, that

Delegates pack the church.

the problems of indifference, sin,
and clashing cultures are very much
present.”

Continuing, Barram says: ‘“The
real impact of the conference will
have to be finally lived out in the
lives of those who attended as they
went home spiritually refreshed,
dedicated and willing to become ac-
tively involved in the ministry of
their churches. As they left—the
skiers, the dog teams and snow tra-
velers, and the planeloads, one was
reminded that ‘it is not by might
nor By power but by my spirit, saith
the Lord.’ And again the strains of
the conference theme song, ‘We Wait
for a Great and Glorious Day,” came
to give hope and joy.” u
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